Have yourself a merry little Christmas
Let your heart be light

Troubles are out of sight for the children of
Orran. Because of your generous
assistance, the children had a daily hot
nutritious meal throughout the year. The
menu included harissa and dolma, chicken
and pilaf, salad and matsun apur. Because
you care and helped, the children learned
skills such as woodwork, needlework,
sewing and pottery; they had help with
their school homework and learned
English and computer skills. Because you
have a light heart and contributed, the
children had a psychologist and a nurse
and a social worker on call. And because
you have compassion and love and
donated, the children visited art centers
and took part in cultural events.
May you and your families, in turn, be
blessed with bountiful happiness.
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From now on
Our troubles will be out of sight

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE FOLLOWING FRIENDS
OF ORRAN FOR THEIR MOST GENEROUS DONATIONS IN
THE YEAR 2018
Platinum Donor - $50,000 and over
• Garo Mardirossian
• Krikor and Anna Krikorian
• European Union
Gold Donors - $25,000 to 49,999
• HSBC Bank
Silver Donors - $10,000 to 24, 999
• Serj and Angela Tankian (Food Program)
• Eat And Feed - Arthur Kirakosyan
• Noosh Brands, LLC
• Polina Kurdyavko
Bronze Donors - $5000 to $9,999
• Gurgen Jacobi

• Rev. Levon and Silvia Bardakjian
• Nicholas and Marissa Najarian
• Amalia Khachikian
• Bedros and Anna Oruncakciel
• Susan Y. Klein
• Aret and Marina Kurian
• Carolyn Mugar
Donations in kind valued over $5000
• President Armen Sarkissian
• Arev Petrosyan and Areg Petrosyan
• Vera Arutyunyan
• Henrikh Mkhitaryan
• Serj and Angela Tankian
• Marriott Armenia Hotel
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CHRISTMAS WISHES
Dear friend,
From the day it was founded in the year 2000, Orran has embraced
hundreds of lonely and helpless seniors and children from socially
vulnerable families and has become a safe haven for them.
VivaCell-MTS is proud of the long-term cooperation with an organization
whose objectives are in line with the strategy of the Corporate Social
Responsibility adopted by our Company. The initiatives of Orran extend
beyond social support: the organization is devoted to creating a
sustainable society by giving its beneﬁciaries an opportunity to realize
their potential and to live with dignity, to feel protected and cared about.
The incapability to overcome the diﬃculties is what drives people to
desperation. A little attention, warmth, and one can regain the faith and the
hope, and the dreams that once seemed to be lost. It is a priceless feeling
to see happiness in the eyes of the people who have endured the
harshness of life. So, let us support Orran in bringing positive changes to
the lives of the people who need them most. Let us make a diﬀerence
together. Merry Christmas!
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO
CONTINUE ASSISTING ORRAN:

You can visit us at www.orran.am and
make an online donation.
For US donors, the donations will be
tax deductible.

Please send your US tax-deductible
donation to Orran either by post to
2217 Observatory Avenue,
Los Angeles, CA 90027, USA
Or by bank transfer to
Wells Fargo Bank
420 Montgomery Street
San Francisco, CA 94104
ABN: 121000248
SWIFT/BIC: WFBIUS6S
Account Name: Orran
Account Number: 8836295801

*Orran is a charity with
a 501(c)(3) tax exempt status.

Ralph Yirikian
VivaCell-MTS General Manager

It is that wonderful season of the
year when Anna and I are grateful
for having Orran in our lives. We
thank you for joining us in making
sure that there are no beggar
children in Armenia or no elderly
without at least a daily hot meal.
We wish you a prosperous year
and hope you will continue
supporting Orran's mission of
helping families in need.
Merry Christmas!
Krikor Krikorian
Benefactor, Financial Director
and Advisor to the Board
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SUCCESS STORY OF SARGIS
Life at the Nikoghosyan family was tough - unemployed parents, young
children, and a not so promising future. Gevork, Sargis's neighbor
friend, told the Nikoghosyans about Orran and how much he loved
going there.
Sargis was 12 when he decided to check it out for himself. A shy,
reserved boy with a great smile, he at once loved Orran and Orran loved
him. His favorite activity was ceramics. The two friends had so much
fun together molding plates and cups and ﬁgurines. They thought they
were molding the clay; little did they know that the clay was molding them.
A summer camp with the Junior Achievement students, a program Orran founder Armine K. Hovannisian heads,
exposed Sargis to the world of business and cooking. He wanted to become a chef. Orran gave him the
opportunity and paid for culinary classes.
Today, Sargis is the chief chef at Eat & Fit, a popular restaurant in Armenia and supervises seven people in the
kitchen. Two months ago, Sargis reached two milestones in his life: he visited America as Orran's guest speaker
at Orran's annual banquet, and he married his beautiful childhood love Victoria.
COMPOSITION BY NARINE GALSTYAN, AGE 15
The world will be a sad place if we do not help each other. I am happy today
because kind people at Orran help me and my family. I am also happy because
now I can help other people. A few months ago, my best friend was very very
sad. The family's electricity had been cut oﬀ because they could not pay the
monthly bill. I was so sad for her. It seemed overnight we had stopped
laughing. Even my silly jokes could not bring a smile onto her face.
Then something wonderful happened. I received money from Orran. You see
at Orran, I take part in the macrame and sewing workshops. During the bazaar,
the items I had made had all been sold and I received 20% of the proﬁts. Mrs.
Armine and our teachers say we get the money so that we learn to work hard
and earn our money by working. I was so so happy to receive 10,000 drams. But seeing my friend like that
made me sad again. Until my mom and I spoke about it and decided to gift it to my friend's family so that they
could have light again. And when they did, my friend gave me the biggest hug and kiss. And then I understood
that I liked that hug and kiss more than the dress I had planned to buy for me
I like it when the people I love are happy and I will always help so that they are.

ORRAN WELCOMES
Ruzanna Durunts has a strong background in sales and management. Her
experience includes working as Business Development Manager and Product
Owner at Energize Global Services, and Chain Store Manager at Z&A and OVS
clothing stores.
She is a graduate of the Yerevan Brusov State University of Language and Social
Sciences with majors in Russian Language and Literature and Foreign
Languages. Along with Manana Mananyan, Ruzanna will be in charge of
fundraising for Orran's operations.
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ORRAN WELCOMES
Hasmik Jinanyan is the
program coordinator at
Orran Krikorian Center in
Vanadzor. Before coming to
Orran, she worked as Hall
Manager at Ardshinbank
CJSC Vanadzor branch.
Hasmik holds a master's
degree in Finance from the
National Academy of
Sciences Internatioal
Scientiﬁc Educational
Center and a bachelor's
degree in Pedagogy of
English Language and
Literature from Vanadzor
State University.

Ani Safaryan is the new
academic director at Orran
Krikorian Center in
Vanadzor. Ani's
responsibility is to oversee
the academic and
vocational training of the
children. Ani worked at the
Kuten Secondary School
for two years as a social
pedagogue as she was a
Fellow with the Teach for
Armenia program. Ani has
a master's degree in Social
Education and Education
Management from
Vanadzor State University

ORRAN HONORS SERJ AND ANGELA TANKIAN
Serj and Angela Tankian are pretty impressive stand-alone
individuals. But united, they exude a diﬀerent kind of magic the magic of kindness and generosity. Theirs is the story of
compassion, service, and love not only for their compatriots but
for humanity at large
They were destined to come together not only for their own sake
but for the sake of a nation. Angela was born in Vanadzor, Serj in
Beirut. But it was in the land of opportunity that they met, Serj an
accomplished musician by then, Angela a distinguished young lady who was selected among hundreds
to continue her studies in the States. Out of their love was born a beautiful son.
Their guardianship was not limited to their heir alone. In the subsequent years, they would come to care
for hundreds of children in need across our Homeland. First it was purely providing clothing, food, and
heating for the winter. But as the years passed and experience accrued, the couple moved on to more
developmentel projects. For example in 2017, Angela and Serj started a canning project at Orran
Vanadzor where young parents learned the skills of canning and were encouraged to take the
preservatives home with them for the winter.
Already in 2014, Angela and Serj had launched a soup kitchen for the elderly at Orran Vanadzor. Today,
nearly 50 senior citizens enjoy a daily hot nutritious meal at Orran. And hundreds of families in Gyumri,
Yerevan, Vanadzor and in the border villages look forward to the Tankian gift packages of food and fuel
on the heels of Christmas.
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MAJOR EVENTS

Anything but diplomatic was
the visit of US Ambassador
Richard Mills and wife Leah
Carter as they spent half a day
at Orran and took part in the
children's activities. The
children thought the
June 1 st was a very special celebration this year as Ambassador's ceramic skills
President Armen Sarkissian and his wife Nune Sarkissian were not so bad.
joined the staﬀ of Marriott Armenia hotel to make
hamburgers for the kids. Joining them was Minister of
Culture Lilit Makunts and children representing the ethnic
minority communities of Armenia.

Imagine what it was like
having Taline performing
exclusively for Orran
children. And, as if that was
not enough, dancing and
giggling, and singing with
t h e c h i l d re n wa s f a n tastically fun. What a day!

Children of Orran took part
i n t h e Va n a d zo r D ay
A visit to the Central Bank's celebrations along with
museum was most stimu- Minister of Culture Lilit
lating for a group of Orran Makunts.
“money lovers.”

HSBC Bank and Orran have
partnered together to make sure
that the children of Orran have a
good academic foundation. HSBC
staﬀ members including CEO Paul
J. Edgar volunteer working with
the children in classes and
individually. Over the last nine
months, 28 HSBC volunteers
contributed over 378 hours of
work.

Orran was buzzing with
music as popular pop star
Sebu Simonian dropped
by with his lovely wife
Ta m a r a n d s o n R a ﬃ .
Having Sebu play on
Orran’s piano and sing for
t h e k i d s wa s a m o s t
exhilarating experience.

Board of Directors: Armine K. Hovannisian Advisor:

Vanadzor Orran's percussion ensemble performed a small
concert at the Vanadzor Fine Arts Museum welcoming Paros
Foundation Executive Director Peter Abajian and other
guests. The group is thriving and continues to become more
and more successful owing to the continuous funding of the
Paros Foundation.
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MAJOR EVENTS

The Armenian Bar Association's
members and their former and
current Presidents Saro Kerkonian
and Gerard Kassabian paid a special
visit to Orran as they congregated in
Yerevan and Artsakh for their annual
meeting.

The children of Orran were the personal
guests of

Marestro

Constantine

Orbelian, General and Artistic Director of
the National Opera and Ballet Theater of
Armenia, at the premiere of the ballet
Cippolino. The Maestro had a warm

Sixteen women were selected among
200 trainees and were awarded small
grants to start their businesses by the
European Union within its Strong
CSO's Project. On October 12, the
children of Orran Vanadzor Center
took part in the annual municipal
celebration of Vanadzor Day-2018.

meeting with the children before the
start of the show, answered their
questions and cut a cake with the
Who does not love summer camp?
Thank you, Sister Arousiag Sapoudjian,
for always inviting the Orran children
to Tiramayr Hayastan camp for a twoweek experience they never forget.

youngest visitor, 7- year- old Diana.

On September 15, Orran Vanadzor
Center's students took part in World
Cleanup Day.

Coca-Cola HBC Armenia selected Orran
as its choice of charity for the proceeds
of the 2018 Yerevan Marathon
organized by the Arm Marathon
Foundation and sponsored by CocaCola. The annual event takes place in
October.

On November 25, six notable IT companies in Armenia participated in a
charity quiz ball called What, Where, When. These companies were STDev
Armenia, Workfront Armenia, Synopsys Armenia, Digitain, BetConstruct
Development Oﬃce and Webb Fontaine. Hayk Khemchyan and Aramays
Grigoryan organized the questions and presided over the event. The winner
team took away the trophy made by the children of Orran as well as presents
by the sponsor of the event Multi Wellness Center. All team members received
gifts from Arloopa, Dragon Garden restaurant and Bookinist book store. The
venue was kindly provided by Armenia Marriott Hotel and Coca-Cola HBC
supplied the beverages.
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ANNUAL BANQUETS
The twin banquets of Orran in Yerevan and Glendale secured over
$150,000 for Orran. Auction items included lunch with the President of
Armenia Armen Sarkissian and Mrs. Nune Sarkissian, coﬀee with Serj
and Angela Tankian, a Henrikh Mkhitaryan signed jersey, Arev and Areg
Petrosyan art, and hand- made products of the Orran children. The
auction in Armenia was presided over by Christopher Spech, CEO of
Coca-Cola Hellenic Bottling Company of Armenia. The auctioneer in the
US was Garo Mardirossian of Los Angeles, who is not only a recognized
lawyer but a long-time benefactor of Orran.
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GRANTS RECEIVED AND IMPLEMENTED IN 2018
Caucasus Network for Children (CNC) annual
grant of 1000 euros makes it possible for Orran to
raise public awareness of the plight of vulnerable
children and to advocate for their full inclusion in
society. The Caucasus Network for Children
brings together civil society organizations
working with vulnerable children in Armenia,
Azerbaijan, Georgia, and the North Caucasus region of the
Russian Federation (Republic of Ingushetia, Republic of NorthOssetia, Republic of Chechnya).
The aim of the network is to advance and safeguard the rights
of children from vulnerable groups and their inclusion into
education and the life of the community.
Orran is a founding member of CNC and sits on its Board of
Directors.

GOOD NEWS

HSBC Bank grant of $46,000
allowed Orran to oﬀer
apprenticeships to 200 young people from the following
regions of Armenia: Vayots Dzor, Aragatsotn, Tavush, Lori,
Armavir, and Yerevan. Among the skills learned by the
youngsters were hairdressing, cooking, sewing, carpet
weaving, computer usage and designing.
European Union grant for $67,000
permitted Orran to provide business
training to 200 women in the regions of
Shirak and Lori. The aim of the project was to promote the
role of women in socio-economic, civic and cultural life
through development and eﬀective use of their acquired
skills in elds such as hairdressing, manicuring and sewing.

NEW BOARD MEMBERS

• Congratulations to Luca on his baptism as an
Armenian Christian. Luca's parents Tina
Odadjian and Armen Terteryan are long-time
supporters of Orran. This year, as Luca was
baptized, his family asked that in lieu of gifts,
guests donate to Orran.
• The cross country and track and eld team of
Ferrahian High School in Los Angeles and their
coach Varant Vartabedian collected and sent
their notable contribution to Orran so the
children can have sports equipment.
• Twenty thousand dollars were raised by a
wonderful group of volunteers headed by
Arthur Kirakosyan and his lovely wife Marine
Beilerian. The group called Eat & Feed
organized a kebab sale in a big parking lot for
three weekends. The money raised and much
more were donated to Orran. To watch how
the children thanked them, watch the fun
videotape the kids made on the Orran's
website at www.orran.am
• Over two hundred families outside of Orran in
the regions of Lori, Shirak, and Yerevan received
food baskets of our, sugar, oil, and other basic
food items for the winter months. The baskets
are an annual gift of Serj and Angela Tankian.

Board of Directors: Armine K. Hovannisian Advisor:

Catalina Silvana Susan
General Manager of
Armenia Marriott Hotel.

Sona Hamalian
Fundraising and
PR Expert, Facilitator,
and Strategist

Welcome to our new Board of Directors

Nina Hovnanian
CEO of Hovnanian
International, developer
of Vahakni and Ararat
Valley Country Club

WE WILL MISS THEM. MAY THEIR SOULS REST IN PEACE
George Omartian of New York was one of the most
beloved volunteers at Orran. George came every
summer for the last several years and helped around
Orran. He worked with the children, cleaned and
designed the halls of Orran, and befriended each and
every child and staﬀ member. George also organized
fundraising events in New York to make sure that Orran
has the means to carry out its mission which George held
in such high regard.
We are saddened by the passing of Orran's long-time
supporters and beloved friends . Hacop and Mina
Shirvanian. They were one of the rst donors when Orran opened in
the year 2000. Their oldest grandson Chris donated his rst paycheck
to Orran and their daughter Alice Petrossian and son-in-law Vahik
continue the Shirvanian's tradition of sel ess giving.
In their hour of grief for the loss of their father Levon Sulahian, the
Sulahian family remembered the children of Armenia and asked that
all donations be made to Orran.
Orran also received gifts in memory of Dr. Misak Abdulian, Anahid
Ani Abedi, Ani Cinogl, and Feliz Kendineoglu. We thank all the
families and friends for thinking of Orran.
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