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HELP US TO REALIZE THEIR DREAMS
two sisters Yvetik and Knarik are at Orran as well.
I love doing macrame at Orran. I love making
jewelry and once made a cute mouse pen holder.
My best friends at Orran are Ani and Anahit.
Together, we play, draw pictures tell each other
our secrets and swear that we will not tell them
to anyone else.
I like to become a dancer. I love dancing.

I love dancing. Edgar loves to sing. I want to
be a dentist because it is only smart people who
become dentists.

Ani, Marie and Anahit

My name is Ani Hovhannisyan. I am 10
years old. My mother is a cleaning lady in a small
café. My father drives a taxi. I love my friends at
Orran. My best friends at Orran are Anahit and
Marine. I only share my secrets with Anahit and
Marine. They know almost everything about me.
We help each other with our homework. When
I am sick they are always by me. If they see I am
sad, they are sad with, and when I am happy,
they are happy with me.
I have been dancing for 5 years and with the
help of Orran now I am dancing in Ms. Tanny’s
group.
My dream is to become an actress and a policewoman. I want to be a policewoman so that
I can help people not to steal. I would make sure
that they don’t suffer and that I take the bad out
of people.
My name is Anahit Simonyan. I am 7 years
old. I have two brothers Ando 14 years old,
Arthur 10 and my sister Monica who is 12 years
old. My mother works as a cleaning lady in a
building. My father is in Russia. I have been at
Orran for a long time. I don’t even remember for
how long.
I like doing my homework at Orran and I love
the days when we have sandwiches and pizza at
Orran. I love doing macramé as well. I like all my
friends at Orran but I like Marie and Ani more.
I love when the three of us dance together, we
dance different dances. I also like when we play
jokes on the boys. Once we told Gevork that Ms.
Armine was calling him so he quickly ran to her.
But he soon found out we had lied and got very
mad at us. We were laughing so hard.
My dream is to become an artist. I like painting valleys and flowers. I like to paint with blue,
green red and orange colors.
My name is Marie Simonyan. I am 10 years
old. I live with my two sisters. My mother cleans
a big building and my father makes toys at home
like paper airplanes.
My favorite toy is the rose colored one. I have
been coming to Orran for the past four years. My

Sargis Mouradyan

Christine and Edgar Darpinyan

I am Christine Darpinyan and this is my
eleven year old brother Edgar. We live with our
little brother who is four years old. We have been
coming to Orran for the past year. My mother
stays home and takes care of my brother. My father works at a gas station. At Orran, Edgar loves
the wood shop, he likes carving the bread boards.
I like preparing my lessons with the help of
Ms. Armine. She is a good teacher because she
is very kind even when sometimes we are all
screaming.
At Orran, our favorite meal is the borsh. Once,
we ate borsh with Ken Davidian. He was so funny he walked in and said: “These three plates of
borsh are all mine. “

My name is Sargis Mouradyan. I am 13 years
old. I live with my mother. I have been singing
in the St. Sargis church choir for the past 5 years.
My second home is Orran. Orran is large and
warm. I like coming to Orran. I get to eat delicious meals like spas, pilaf, borsh, and harisa. I
receive nice gifts here. I love my friends. My best
friends at Orran are Gor and Roman. We like
talking silly to each other. I also like my Orran
teacher Mr. Aram because when something goes
wrong he sits us down and calmly discusses with
us what we have done wrong.
I also like singing in the Orran choir. A few
days ago “Teach for Armenia” invited us to sing
on Teacher’s Day at Tumo. I had a lot of fun.
My dream is to become Minister of Sports and
Religion and do charity work by helping poor
families.

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE FOLLOWING FRIENDS
OF ORRAN FOR THEIR MOST GENEROUS DONATIONS IN
THE YEAR 2014
Platinum Donors more than 50000$
• VivaCell-MTS
Ralph Yirikyan
Gold Donors 25000-49999$
• Krikorian Charitable Trust
Krikor and Anna Krikorian
• JHM Charitable Foundation
• United Trust of Sonic Preservation
Serj Tankian and Angela Madatian
• Exxel Outdoors Inc.
Armen Kouelyan and Harry Kazazian
• The Hirair and Anna Hovnanian
Foundation
Hirair and Anna Hovnanian

Silver Donors 10000-24999$
• Garo Mardirossian
Bronze Donors 5000-9999$
• Garegin and Maral Odabashian
• Levon Bardakjian
• Adam Bilzerian
• Vahan and Charlotte Zanoyan
• Dan Bilzerian
• Renewed Arts and Housing
Foundation Inc.
• Oruncakciel Family Trust
Bedros and Anna Oruncakciel
• Edward M. Kashian
• Tony Adam
• Susan Y. Klein
• Anonymous donor
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HAPPY BEGINNINGS
Hripsime Khachikyan
is 22 years old. She
lost her father when
she was ten. She lives
with her ill mother
and sister in the city
of Etchmiazin. Her
mother works as a
cleaning lady in the
local post office. Hripsime would often acHripsime Khachikyan
company her mother
to assist her in cleaning the post office as well
as work in some private homes. They lived in a
very difficult situation and had to work hard to
survive. When Hripsime’s mom was in the hospital for surgery, Hripsime took over her mom’s
job. It was during this time that Orran offered
to help her. Orran paid a master hairdresser to
teach her skills to Hripsime. Hripsime was eager
to learn, the master was kind to teach her the art
of hairdressing and to become her friend and big
sister. Orran gave her the tools she needs. Today
Hripsime earns a decent living not by cleaning
the homes of her clients but by styling their hair.

Valentina or as
her friends call her
Valia Ryaboukha
is 12 years old.
Valia came to Orran in April 2014.
She was malnourValentina Ryaboukha
ished,
illiterate,
and could not read her favorite stories. She had
been out of school as a vagrant child. Both of her
parents abandoned the children, first the father
left, then the mother. Valia and her six year old
brother were left to the care of their aging grandmother. Valia came to Orran when a journalist
discovered her on the street. She loved Orran
so much that soon her brother joined her. Over
the summer, Orran’s teacher Armine taught the
alphabet to Valia. Orran made sure that on September 1, Valia went to school, this time as a diligent student. Since then, Valia has not had one
absence from school. Valia loves writing so much
that she often writes thank you letters to the staff
members of Orran. But her most touching letter
was written to a soldier to whom Valia said “Keep
our borders strong, we are with you, be well!”

Manouk Saghatelyan with his mother

Manouk Saghatelyan is 19 years old. He is a child
with special needs. He has been at Orran since
the age of seven. Orran is his home. His sister
Meline and brother Nikolay grew up with Orran
as well. Orran has extended employment to his
mother so she can take care of her three children.
It is at Orran where Manouk has learned to read
and write, to carve wood, to sing and dance. But
Manouk’s dream was to dance on the big stage.
His opportunity came when Orran placed him
in a special program sponsored by the British
Council. On October 2, 2014 Manouk had his
first performance. As the lights went on, Manouk
took over the stage to shine like never before.

ORRAN’S FUNDRAISING EVENTS
Every year, Orran’s biggest challenge is to
raise the required funds to carry out its mission
of helping families in need. Over $400,000 are
required annually to provide 85 elderly and 210
children with a daily hot meal, medical, social
and psychological services. In addition, we have
expenses for tutorial and vocational training,
shoes, winter coats, uniforms, school supplies,
choir for the elderly, arts and crafts for the children, field trips and the maintenance cost of the
two Orran buildings in Yerevan and Vanadzor.
Unlike some organizations in Armenia, we have
no state funding and rely solely on private donations and corporate support.

raise the required resources and solicit contributions from our kind and generous friends from
all over the world.
This year the Yerevan annual fundraising dinner which took place on September 26 at the Armenia Marriott Hotel raised $180,000 of which
$139,000 were contributed by Armenia’s leading mobile operator, VivaCell-MTS. Mr. Ralph
Yirikian, general manager of VivaCell-MTS, addressing the guests at the annual banquet stated:
“The concept of investing is associated with
business, but when it comes to investing in the
future of our children to help them survive and
develop, it becomes a matter of human values.”
The dinner was as ambitious as ever just as it
carried a strong message. The call for the 9th Annual Dinner was “100 years ago we could not,
today we can save our children.”

Ms. Henriette Ahrens and Mr. Hrach Muradyan

Mr. Ralph Yirikian

Throughout the year, the board of directors,
the staff and our many volunteers work hard to

The mistress of ceremonies Henriette Ahrens,
representative of the United Nations Children’s
Fund (UNICEF) and Hratch Muradyan, a popular TV host welcomed the guests and did a superb job in conducting the evening as the guests
enjoyed the “street food of Asia” prepared by

Chef Ralph Gerber of the Marriott. Mr. Gagik
Danielyan, CEO of Coca-Cola Hellenic Bottling
Company, and Hayk Hovivyan, founder and
CEO of Kanaka Construction Company, both

Mr. Gagik Danielyan and Coca-Cola Hellenic Bottling
Company Representatives

members of the Board of Directors of Orran welcomed the guests as Ter Grigor Hovhannisian,
Priest of St. Sargis church of Argavand blessed
the tables. Alla Levonyan’s magical performance
was followed by the performance of the newlyformed elderly choir of Orran which prompted
the guest star artists Nara, Nune Yessayan, Arthur
Ispiryan, Andre, Arsen Grigoryan, and Ashot
Ghazaryan to get up from their seats and join the
choir in their performance.
Nune Ashughyan’s personal testimony of her
life from being a child at a boarding school to
coming to Orran was most touching. Nune recalled how she was placed in a boarding school
(boarding schools in Armenia are State funded
and are for kids whose destitute families cannot
take care of them) how she was taken in by Orran where her dream of becoming a singer was
realized as Orran paid for her vocal lessons and
she got to perform with major stars like Arthur
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GUESTS AT US BANQUET

Ispiryan and Christine Pepelyan. Nune thanked
Orran for saving her as she is now happily married with two children and has a small bakery
business which Orran helped her establish.

Mrs. Joyce Stein

Archbishop Hovnan Derderian

Ms. Knar Mouhibian and guest

Judge Zaven Sinanian, Mr. Harry
Barseghian and Mr. Apo Tashjian

Mr. and Mrs. Bedros and
Anna Oruncakciel

Mr. Raffi Krikorian

Mrs. Hilda Boghossian and
Dr. Steven Kamajian

Mr. Ken Davidian

Mr. Garo Mardirossian and
Mr. Herair Garboushian

Mr. Krikor Krikorian

Mr. Armen Vartanian and
Mr. Tony Adam

Mr. Armen Hovannisian and
Dr. Armen Chalian

Mr. and Mrs. Garegin and Maral Odabashian

As the program concluded and made way for
the auction, Mr. Yirikian made a personal appeal
to forgo and sacrifice a few luxurious comforts for
the sake of helping the children of Orran. When
Irina Ghaplanyan and David Bequette, founders
of Green Bean Coffee took over as auctioneers,
there was no doubt the evening was going to be
a successful one.
The Armenia banquet was followed by a fundraising gala in Los Angeles on October 10. The
message was no less stirring here. Mr. Krikor
Krikorian, benefactor and financial director of
Orran offered a few words to reflect upon: “Right
now, in our independent homeland Armenia, we
have some children begging on the streets for
their daily meal. Under the scorching sun, in the
winter’s freezing cold, I come across children who
have extended their little hands for a nickel or
dime. Today, there are 10,000 children who cannot go to school because they have no shoes. This
is sad, this is unacceptable and this is inhumane.”
Presiding over the evening was Armen K.
Hovannisian, Esquire. With a special appearance Archbishop Hovnan Derderian, Primate
of Western Diocese of the Armenian Church of
North America delivered an inspiring address
giving an eyewitness account of the work of Orran. The Archbishop called on the guests to assist
Orran and pledged his personal contribution as
well. Another eyewitness testimony was offered
by Ken Davidian, famous actor and producer
who had visited Orran a few months ago and remembered how much he enjoyed having a meal
of borsh with the children. The evening’s special
guest was Raffi Krikorian, recently Vice President
of Twitter, who is more work than talk when it
comes to helping the children of Armenia.
Paintings by Armenian artists offered in the
live auction were hand-picked by well-known
Beverly Hills gallery owners Herair and Lori
Garboushian.
Taking on the floor as auctioneer, Garo Mardirossian, a prominent attorney at law masterfully
conducted the auction featuring art, jewelry, luxury trips and a special chest made by the children
of Orran. Serj Tankian had donated one of his
paintings which later sold for $25,000.
The evening and the subsequent donations
raised $113,000 net.

THE FOLLOWING GRANTS HAVE BEEN AWARDED ORRAN
FOR WHICH WE ARE MOST GRATEFUL
HSBC Bank – The financial
support of the bank makes it
possible for 26 youngsters age 14 and up to be
paired as apprentices with master skills-men to
learn a trade of their choice .
HSBC also sponsored Nare Sakhoyan, age 13 to
take part in TUMO’s summer camp.
Mentor Graphics – This grant allows 25 Orran children in Yerevan
to participate in special math and computer science classes. Mentor Graphics has also donated
several computers to the Yerevan center.
As a result of the children’s training from the
Mentor Graphics grant, a local technology firm
Instigate hosted 14 year-old Badalyan Armenak
as its first-time Orran summer intern.
Ministry of Youth and Sports of the Republic of Armenia financed special courses in the rights of children and the protection of the environment of Orran Vanadzor.
HERA established last year a sewing workshop at Orran Vanadzor
by gifting them 3 sewing machines and an overlock sewing machine. This year HERA expanded
the program by donating two more sewing machines and a professional iron.
The furniture which included six tables
and shelves for the sewing room was
gifted by Zorayr and Anahit Haghnazarian through a US-based Armenian
organization called Focus on Children Now
(FCN). Thank you to Karine Aboolian, president
of FCN and Whitney Doran, a Peace Corps volunteer at Orran, for realizing the project.

Hirair and Anna Hovnanian
Foundation – The grant from
the Foundation will allow the
children of Orran in Vanadzor
to learn about the environment and establish a
garden of fruit trees and vegetables.
A big thank you to Armen Kouleyan and Harry Kazazian of
Exxel Outdoors, Inc. of California who donated 6,500 sleeping bags to Orran
and other children in need. We also are grateful
to Adam and Dan Bilzerian for their kind assistance in meeting the shipping costs.
CHILD, a project
funded by the Austrian
Development
Agency (ADA) and the Open Society Institute (OSI) in cooperation with Interkultureles
Zentrum (IZ) of Austria started this year with
the mission of promoting access to mainstream
inclusive services and settings for children and
families from different ethnic backgrounds suffering from post-conflict trauma, poverty, disability,
and/or difficult family situations. The program is
being implemented by Union Beryllus, Liberta,
and The Ministry of Education and Science Social Inclusion Support Program in Georgia, and
Bridge of Hope and Orran in Armenia.
InecoBank’s donation will
ensure that all Orran children have warm winter
boots and Christmas baskets to take home.
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GOOD NEWS

We join the many well-wishers on the occasion
of Orran benefactors Hakop and Brittany Barseghians’ marriage.
We are happy to announce that Orran is a founding member of an organization called Caucasus Network
for Children. CNC was founded in
2013 by 15 civil society organizations from Armenia, Georgia, Azerbaijan and the North Caucasus. The
mission of the CNC is to advance
and safeguard the rights of children from vulnerable groups and their inclusion into educational
programs and the life of the community through
mobilizing and networking civil society institutions in the Caucasus region. Orran’s founder Armine K. Hovannisian is a board member of CNC.
For more information on the work of CNC please
visit www.caucasuschildren.net
Congratulations
to
office administrator
Hovhannes Sargsyan
who tied the knot in
September with beautiful Lilit.
We are delighted to have Sona
Malkhasian back from maternity leave. Sona’s beautiful
little girl is two years old, and
Sona has returned as academic
program coordinator.

SPECIAL EVENTS AT ORRAN
On
February
17, 2014, Orran
launched a soup
kitchen program
at the Krikorian
Orran Center in
Vanadzor for 30
of the city’s needy
elderly people. The
program is being financed by the generous donation of world-renowned artist and musician Serj
Tankian and his wife Angela.
On April 14, Orran and VivaCell-MTS organized a concert for the Golden Autumn Choir of
Orran which took place at the Mher Mkrtchyan
theater. The participants were greeted by VivaCell-MTS General Manager Ralph Yirikian, and
John A. Heffern, the Ambassador of the United
States of America to Armenia who also presented
a book on the life of Clara Barton to Orran.
On November 10, the group performed at
the Krikorian Orran Center in Vanadzor. In attendance were hundreds of guests including parents, government officials and representatives of
NGOs.

On May 7 and June 13 the corporate sponsors:
Aray, Coca-Cola Hellenic Bottling Company,
Viva-Cell MTS, Ideal, Ernest Young, Zippilini
Armenia, HSBC bank, Bacon and a few journalists joined in a friendly game of bowling as their
companies contributed to Orran. Viva-Cell MTS
and Coca-Cola Hellenic Bottling company employees took first place at the two games.

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO
CONTINUE ASSISTING ORRAN:
UK STERLING DONATIONS
WORLDWIDE
Beneficiary Bank
HSBC BANK OF ARMENIA
Yerevan, Armenia
Swift Address: MIDLAM22
Operating AMD A/C
No: 001-119189-001
Construction AMD A/C
No: 001-119189-003
EURO DONATIONS
WORLDWIDE
Beneficiary Bank
HSBC BANK ARMENIA
Yerevan, Armenia
Swift Address: MIDLGB22
IBAN: GB52MIDL40051539024668
Operating AMD A/C
No: 001-119189-001
Construction AMD A/C
No: 001-119189-003

June 1, International Children’s Day is undoubtedly the favorite day of the year for Orran
children, as for the past four years, the Armenia
Marriott Hotel has provided a special picnic day
for the kids. Chef Gerber in partnership with
stars of Armenia Nara, Andre, Christine Pepelyan, Sophie Mkheyan, Nazeni Hovhannisyan,
Zara Aramyan, Ashod Ghazaryan, Gohar Igityan, Gohar Harutyunyan, Anna Avanessyan,
Artak Herikian, Mary Shahinyan, Christine
Melkonyan, Evelina and Nairia Shahiryan, Arman Markaryan, Gor Harutyunyan, and Hrach
Muradyan prepared a meal of hot dogs and hamburgers for the children.

On June 7, His Excellency Ambassador
Bassam Al-Qabandi
and Mrs. Maha AlQabandi opened their
home for a fundraising
BBQ for Orran. The
chef of the day was Mr.
Ralph Yirikian. The
guests enjoyed the fine
taste of Yirikian-marinated and barbecued
shish kebab complimented by the special taste of
Kuwaiti cuisine prepared by Mrs. Al-AQabandi.
On October 30,
2014, the children
enjoyed the film
called At Camp, a
comedy
currently
playing in theaters.
The film was brought
to Orran with the compliments of Hye Business
Bank.
On November 5,
the children of Orran performed at the
“Teach for Armenia”
Day for Honoring Teachers. Teach For Armenia
is a program that recruits and trains young professionals with a record of achievement to teach
for two years in a school so as to expand educational opportunities for all children.
Anoushavan Yeghiazaryan, a former
beneficiary of Orran
who is currently in a
home for the elderly
turned 100 years old.
The centennial was
celebrated at Orran with new and old friends. As
he was cutting the cake Anoushavan grandpa said
“Orran is my home, my family.”
For the months of
October and November, the students of
Rose and Alex Pilibos
Armenian School of
Los Angeles have organized an awareness
campaign for Orran.
The Orran children’s arts and crafts were displayed for sale on campus.
A special thank you to Sister Arousiag Sajonian for hosting the Orran children at the
Tiramayr Hayastan summer camp.
Watch Happy Orran tape on
http://youtu.be/XYG2E0X5vHM
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